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Dr John Drummond  
Fitzpatrick
1949–2023

My good friend Dr John Drummond Fitz-
patrick (Fitz) graduated from McMaster 
University in 1973. He interned at Cal-
gary General Hospital, where he met his 
long-time friend and recently deceased col-
league Dr Dave Musgrave. He returned to 
rural Ontario for 5 years but came west 
permanently in 1979 to join Dave’s clinic, 
Courtenay Medical Associates. He couldn’t 
believe that Vancouver Island did not have 
mosquitoes but did have occasional cougars!

He worked hard at Courtenay Medical 
Associates and St. Joseph’s General Hospi-
tal in Comox for the next 35-plus years and 
was well loved by all. He welcomed me im-
mediately when I did a locum here 40 years 
ago. (I knew his cousin at Queen’s School 
of Medicine.) We were good ski buddies, 
colleagues, and friends from March 1984 
onward, when I moved here permanent-
ly. We went on countless powder skiing 
and Whistler trips. I worked with him for 

20-plus years when Courtenay Medical As-
sociates expanded into a new larger building 
in December 1993. Initially I was the only 
woman working with seven men, but Fitz 
always treated me with respect at work and 
play, as I could mostly keep up with him on 
skis and match his medical expertise. He 
did bail me out on a few occasions over the 
years, though.

Fitz was the ultimate family doctor, who 
worked 50 to 60 hours per week, cheer-
fully. He laughed this summer when I told 
him that working 3 days per week in the 
office is now considered full-time! He did 
family practice maternity, emergency room 
shifts (until we got emergency room physi-
cians), hospital call, house calls, and then 
walk-in clinics and locums after he gave 
up his full-time practice in 2011. He also 
did joint injections. At Courtenay Medical 
Associates we often gathered in his office 
after 5:30 p.m. to discuss our workdays once 
patients had left. Lots of practical jokes too!

Fitz always made a point of getting to 
know his patients better by asking about 
their families and mutual passions such as 
skiing, sailing, cycling, rugby, politics, and 
music. He loved to participate in our local 
multisport relay, Snow to Surf: skiing, cy-
cling, and paddling. He was very attentive 
to his good friend, Dr Dave Musgrave, who 
declined slowly over 13 years from Parkin-
son disease. Fitz was heartbroken when he 
could not give Dave’s eulogy in person this 
summer as he was at home recovering from 
COVID-19.

Fitz will be greatly missed by the entire 
Comox Valley community. He is survived 
by his wife, Lynn; sons, Ben and Thomas; 
and daughter, Sarah. All three children are 

avid skiers like him and his brother Dennis. 
His other brother, Chris, is a rugby player, 
like Fitz was in his younger days.

Despite his untimely death, we are all 
glad that he lived life well until the end. He 
cycled his usual 50 km route the day before 
his fatal myocardial infarction.

Please drink a Guinness in his honor 
and go skiing whenever possible. Fitz won’t 
be able to use his prepurchased passes for 
Whistler and Mount Washington; it was 
intended to be his last ski season before 
total knee replacement.
—Janet Green, MD
Courtenay
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Dr Roger Page
1933–2023

Dr Roger Hubert Vincent Page died peace-
fully in Ridge Meadows Hospital in Maple 
Ridge on 23 September 2023, a few days 
after his 90th birthday.

Roger was the second of four children 
born into a family who farmed in Mats-
qui, near Abbotsford. He is survived by his 
younger twin siblings: Merrill, a rancher in 
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Barriere, and Marion, a retired nurse living 
in Menno Home in Abbotsford.

Roger worked on the farm with his 
family but from an early age set his sights 
on becoming a doctor. His cohort was one 
of the first graduating classes of the UBC 
Faculty of Medicine. He completed his resi-
dency at St. Paul’s Hospital in Vancouver 
and later undertook extra training in surgery 
to better equip him for working in remote 
areas. Among his vacation jobs as a student 
were two summers in Yukon as a deckhand 
on a tourist riverboat. One task he joked 
about was sneaking onto the beaches ahead 
of the tourists to plant gold nuggets in the 
fields for them to find.

Roger was deeply religious. He took 
up a position in Bella Bella, a small island 
on BC’s Central Coast, in the R.W. Large 
Memorial Hospital (renamed ƛu̓xválásui̓las 
Heiltsuk Hospital), which was established 
by the Methodist Mission (later the United 
Church). This was the only hospital west of 
Williams Lake in the Cariboo. He traveled 
annually up and down the Central Coast on 
the Thomas Crosby mission ship, providing 
medical services to many Indigenous com-
munities, as well as to remote logging camps 
and commercial fishing establishments. He 
was often the only doctor in the hospital in 
Bella Bella. In those days, evacuation of sick 
and injured people from remote communi-
ties was difficult. Roger had to undertake 
major emergency surgeries in the Bella Bella 
hospital; he would anesthetize the patient 
and perform the surgery with nursing as-
sistance. He gained the trust and friendship 
of many people along the Central Coast—
friendships that endured for years.

After a number of years, he moved to 
the small town of Terrace, where he worked 
as a family physician and helped staff the 
hospital, as did all the local doctors. He 
did ward rounds on his patients, delivered 
many babies, assisted in the operating 
room, and took his turn in the emergency 
department. He was much appreciated by 
his patients for the care he provided. He 
was knowledgeable and experienced and 
made thorough assessments in a relaxed 
and friendly fashion.

While living in Terrace, he traveled a 
couple of times a year, on his own time, to 
the remote northwest BC communities of 
Iskut, Dease Lake, and Telegraph Creek, 
each of which had clinics staffed by excel-
lent federal nurses but no visiting doctors. 
The volunteer medical services he provided 
in his relaxed and friendly manner made 
him many friends among the local Indig-
enous people.

In the mid-1980s, Roger moved to Van-
couver, where he worked with WorksafeBC 
for a while, followed by a 6-month period 
at the G.F. Strong Rehabilitation Centre. 
He continued visiting Terrace to do locums 
for some years.

Roger enjoyed many holidays to Mex-
ico. He appreciated the Hispanic language 
and culture, and his visits to the country 
became lengthier over time. He rented ac-
commodation away from the tourist areas, 
living among Mexican families; he learned 
to speak Spanish, even attending university 
courses in the language. He helped many 
families with medical problems, both with 
advice and financially. At one time he and 
BC friends cooperated in gathering second-
hand wheelchairs, which, after many bu-
reaucratic problems, they drove to Mexico 
in a truck and distributed among people 
in need.

Around 2000, Roger retired to Maple 
Ridge, close to his roots. As he aged and 
became less able to travel to Mexico, Roger 
discovered the large community of Mexican 
migrant farm workers on his doorstep, and 
they became his new family. His weekly 
routine was to visit the surrounding thrift 
shops, buying up suitcases, backpacks, 
clothing, rain gear, bicycles, and anything 
else that would make the workers’ lives more 
comfortable. When they returned to their 
families in Mexico at the end of each season, 
he sent them with suitcases of clothing for 
their children. 

Roger was a man of deep faith, from 
early days in Matsqui to his final church 
home at Haney Presbyterian Church. He 
studied his Bible, encouraged and prayed for 
others, and lived out his faith. As a friend 
and driver for the Mexican workers, on 

Sundays he would worship with them at 
the Catholic or Pentecostal churches as well 
as his home Presbyterian church.

Roger’s health declined over the past 
few years. He was hospitalized with various 
ailments including three separate bouts of 
COVID-19, but he was always determined 
to get back on his feet. His final hospitaliza-
tion, after a heart attack, pneumonia, and a 
fall, lasted 2 weeks, when he died peacefully 
in his sleep. Our thanks to Dr Lee and the 
nursing staff at Ridge Meadows Hospital 
for their excellent care and to the many 
friends who visited to encourage him in his 
last days. There was no funeral service, at his 
request. A celebration of life held for him a 
few weeks after his death was attended by 
many friends from many walks of his life.
—Gillian Hodge, MD
Maple Ridge


