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Obituaries We welcome original tributes of less than 300 
words; we may edit them for clarity and length. Obituaries may be emailed 
to journal@doctorsofbc.ca. Include birth and death dates, full name and name 
deceased was best known by, key hospital and professional affiliations, relevant 
biographical data, and a high-resolution head-and-shoulders photo.

Dr George Duncan McPherson 
1932–2020

Duncan was easy to like, occasionally difficult 
to fathom, and annoyingly intelligent with nu-
merous interests both within and outside his 
profession. We met as junior surgical residents 
at Vancouver General Hospital and became 
friends for life.

Duncan passed away peacefully in Vancou-
ver at dawn on 15 August 2020. He is sur-
vived by his immediate family: wife, Carol; and 
daughter, Alexandria; daughter, Margret (Bob); 
sons, Ian (Louise) and Hugh (Clariel); and 
four grandchildren, Maren, Jocelyn, and two 
newborn twins, Stellan and Lachlan. He is pre-
deceased by his daughter, Cathy, and survived 
by his former wife, Catherine.

Born in Brant County, Ontario, Duncan 
was raised in a farming family with his sister, 
Helen, and brother, Gordon, both of whom 
predeceased him. He graduated from the medi-
cal program at the University of Western On-
tario. To assist with his university fees, he drove 
a large tour bus in Banff, Alberta, during the 
summers. There he fell in love with the Rocky 
Mountains. He interned in Chicago after grad-
uation before entering the orthopaedic program 
in Vancouver.

During his orthopaedic training he spent 
a year doing research with Dr Douglas Har-
old Copp at UBC, which in 1962 led to the 
identification and purification of a hormone 

that contributes to maintaining calcium and 
phosphate levels. Dr Copp named it calcitonin. 
For this work he received a master of science 
degree from UBC. After acquiring his Royal 
College Fellowship, Duncan’s research interests 
took him and his wife, Catherine, to New York 
as a fellow in orthopaedics at the Hospital for 
Special Surgery. This led to a position as medical 
research fellow at Lund University in Malmo, 
Sweden. He defended his thesis in Swedish 
and earned a PhD. In 2015, he was invited back 
and was honored as a doctor jubilaris at Lund. 
While in Sweden he made many friends and 
years later had the pleasure of sailing with some 
of them in the Mediterranean.

Duncan returned to Vancouver as a member 
of the orthopaedic staff at Shaughnessy Hospi-
tal and VGH. When I returned from postgrad 
training in the UK, I joined Bob Cowan as 
a plastic surgeon at VGH and opened an of-
fice with a young general surgeon just starting 
practice. When the young surgeon moved to a 
full-time UBC position, Duncan came to share 
our space. This pleasant arrangement lasted until 
I retired from practice 30 years later. 

Duncan was always looking for ways to im-
prove things. Some of you in my age group will 
remember when ambulances were modified 
Cadillacs, good only for transportation.

Realizing that care prior to arrival and dur-
ing transport to emergency is often of vital 
importance, Duncan decided to do something 
about it. He convinced an RV fitter to modify a 
large van to give first responders the space and 
equipment to treat patients during transpor-
tation. This became the prototype for today’s 
modern ambulance. He had a strong belief in 
the benefits of seatbelts in cars and played a 
major role in convincing government to enact 
seatbelt legislation in BC. Because of these 
efforts, he was made an Office Brother of St. 
John Ambulance and received the Centennial 

Medal. In his spare time he found a year to 
serve as president of the then BCMA.

Duncan had three passions: cars, sailing, and 
traveling. He got me interested in collector car 
restorations, and it was not long after he built 
his first sailboat that I ordered mine. As time 
went on he became more interested in acci-
dent reconstruction and automotive medicine, 
which led to forensic orthopaedics. Because 
of his knowledge in this field a number of car 
companies retained him on a regular basis as 
an expert witness, which resulted in a lot of 
traveling. He was a long-standing and loyal 
member of the Association for the Advance-
ment of Automotive Medicine and served on 
its board of directors. 

Duncan and I had families of four children 
of similar ages. We both enjoyed our toys and 
it gave us great pleasure that our children en-
joyed them equally. We were able to explore the 
West Coast and wonder at the beauty of our 
province. Occasionally we caught a fish. I will 
always remember the times we would anchor 
in False Bay on Lasqueti Island close to Black 
Chanter, Duncan’s boat, when the banana boat 
would come in with a catch of fresh prawns. We 
would all gather in Black Chanter’s cockpit to 
enjoy the prawns prepared by Cathy along with 
a glass of chilled white wine. Black Chanter was 
eventually replaced with something bigger and 
faster, and Duncan took on another pleasure, 
sailboat racing.

Because of his love for the mountains and 
exploring, Duncan found a place in the woods 
not too far from Twin Peaks, north of Kam-
loops. Here Duncan and Carol entertained 
family and friends with good food and wine 
and great scenery. Here he found time to re-
store two vintage family farm tractors with a 
lakeshore neighbor.

Duncan lived a life full of purpose and ac-
complishment. He was a very caring person 
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who never hesitated to assist when needed.  
I feel fortunate to have had him as a friend.
—Douglas Courtemanche, MD, FRCSC 
Vancouver

Dr Michael Entwisle 
1927–2020

Dr Michael Entwisle was born in French Guin-
ea on 31 October 1927 and died on 31 July 
2020 in Courtenay, BC, on the hobby farm he 
dubbed Guineacres.

At age 5, Michael returned to England with 
his parents where he was educated and complet-
ed his military service as an officer in the Royal 

Artillery. He went on to study medicine at St. 
Mary’s Hospital Medical School in London, 
which led to a variety of positions as a doctor, 
before he trained to become a psychiatrist. He 
married Rosemary Moore in 1955 and they 
raised four children, immigrating as a family to 
Calgary in 1969 where Michael joined the new 
Foothills Hospital and the new medical school 
at the University of Calgary. He was appointed 
to the Department of Psychiatry in the Fac-
ulty of Medicine in 1971, a relationship which 
continued until 1991 when he was appointed 
professor emeritus of psychiatry. During those 
years he was director of the Residency Training 
Program in Psychiatry; Adolescent Treatment 
Programs, including Wood’s Christian Homes; 
and the medical staff of Alberta Mental Health 
Services, Calgary Region. He also served on the 
Admissions Committee of the medical school 
and as associate director in the Department of 
Psychiatry at Calgary General Hospital.  

After the dissolution of his first marriage, 
in 1988 Michael met Susan Ketchen who lured 
him to Vancouver Island where for 6 years he 
was director of psychiatry at St. Joseph’s General 

Hospital in Comox and consultant psychiatrist 
to BC Mental Health Services in the Comox 
Valley and north Vancouver Island, linking 
with UBC as an honorary clinical professor of 
psychiatry. 

He retired in 1997 and developed the skills 
needed for country life. He happily learned 
to use a chainsaw, herd chickens, and drive a 
tractor, and he enjoyed his ride-on lawnmower 
until the last month of his life. He took special 
pleasure in sharing his rural paradise with his 
children, grandchildren, and colleagues. He had 
an easy laugh, and behind his gentle exterior 
was a remarkable determined spirit. He died on 
his terms, in his own bed with a view out over 
the pasture to the mountains.

Michael is survived by his wife, Susan 
Ketchen; children, Alison, Christine (Lance), 
and Stephen; and grandchildren, Kaela (An-
drew), and Alexandra (Matt). He was prede-
ceased by his son, Jonathan. 

If desired, donations may be made to a fa-
vorite charity or the Red Cross.
—Susan Ketchen 
Courtenay, BC

obituaries

Doctors of BC has launched a safety campaign to 
help make the province’s roadways a safer place for 

pedestrians.

2,300 BC pedestrians are injured
in car crashes every year. 

Let British Columbians know that the province’s 
physicians care about their safety by hanging a 

armbands for your patients.

To get posters and armbands for 
your practice, email: 

communications@doctorsofbc.ca
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