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letters
 to the editor

Photo radar, and stories from 
those close to people killed 
by a fast-moving vehicle
In the September issue of the BCMJ, 
Ms Fahra Rajabali and colleagues 
wrote that the gross cost for the lead-
ing causes of injury (including trans-
port incidents) in 2013 ranged from 
$547 to $922 million.1 Dr Richard-
son’s editorial in the same issue asked 
for good studies,2 and Dr Cadesky 
asked us to use science and stories to 
appeal to people.3

Here is some science: kinetic en-
ergy equals one half mass times ve-
locity squared. In real-life terms, a 
motor vehicle causes more damage 
if it is moving fast. In a fact sheet on 
road safety,4 the World Health Orga-
nization states the following:
•	 “An	 increase	 in	 average	 speed	 of	 

1 km/h typically results in a 3% 
higher risk of a crash involving 
injury, with a 4–5% increase for 
crashes that result in fatalities.”

•	 “For	car	occupants	 in	a	crash	with	
an impact speed of 80 km/h, the 
likelihood of death is 20 times what 
it would have been at an impact 
speed of 30 km/h.”

•	 “Pedestrians	 have	 been	 shown	 to	
have a 90% chance of survival 
when struck by a car travelling at 30 
km/h or below, but . . . almost no 
chance of surviving an impact at 80 
km/h.”

•	 “Speed	 cameras	 are	 a	 highly	 cost-
effective means of reducing road 
crashes.”

In the years 2008 through 2017, 
3268 people died in motor vehicle in-
cidents	in	British	Columbia.	Among	
the 298 people killed in motor ve-
hicle incidents in BC in 2017, 163 
were younger than age 50.5 BC used 
to have speed enforcement by photo 
radar. Gordon Campbell promised to 
discontinue photo radar in the elec-
tion campaign of 2001. He won the 
election, and scrapped photo radar.6

Some people might argue that it 
is ghoulish for doctors to engage with 
the family and friends of people who 
have died because of a speeding ve-
hicle. It is not. If the family consents 
to sharing their story about a loved 
one killed by a fast-moving vehicle, 
the doctor and the family could ask 
a writer to draft a story for publica-
tion.	Speed	kills.	Photo	radar	reduces	
speeding. I suggest that Doctors of 
BC recommend that the BC govern-
ment bring back photo radar.

—Robert Shepherd, MD
Victoria
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Doctors of BC declined to comment 
because it does not have a policy or or-
ganizational position on photo radar.
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