Dr Keith C. Hammond
1935-2016

Dr Hammond was born in London,
England, and received his primary
medical degrees from Guy’s Hos-
pital (London University), to which
he immediately added a diploma in
obstetrics and gynecology. Dr Ham-
mond practised as a government doc-
tor for 2 years in what was then the
Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasa-
land. He was the first doctor on the
scene when the plane carrying UN
Secretary-General Dag Hammar-
skjold crashed near Ndola Airport in
1961.

Upon returning to England, Dr
Hammond obtained a diploma in
anesthesia, met and married Gina,
and then immigrated to Prince Albert,
Saskatchewan, where he served as a
general practitioner/anesthetist for
4 years. The family then returned to
England to take a respite from gen-
eral practice and to prepare to sail
their 35-foot sloop Genever across
the Atlantic to the Caribbean, where
they stayed for nearly 2 years. Dur-
ing that time Dr Hammond worked in
Tortola, British Virgin Islands, for 3
months and set up the first anesthetic
machine on the San Blas Islands. In
1970 the family moved to Vancou-
ver where Dr Hammond could obtain

specialist training in radiology and
where he then worked briefly as a
researcher and diagnostic radiologist
at the BC Cancer Agency. Dr Ham-
mond joined the medical staff of
Nanaimo Regional General Hospital
in 1978 and served terms as head of
the Department of Radiology and as
a member of the hospital’s Board of
Directors. He retired in 2000.

Dr Hammond’s eclectic interests
were fuelled by an inquisitive and
analytical mind. He excelled as a
yachtsman. As an expert mechanic,
what he couldn’t fix he replaced with
ingenious work-arounds. He bought
a new Harley-Davidson, the last of
the models with miles per hour on the
speedometer, kept it in his den on the
second floor of their Cape Cod-style
home, and fired it up annually at their
Christmas parties, giving his friends
a good laugh and the house a good
rattle. He took his family to Alaska
and the high Arctic on their 20-foot
powerboat, regularly windsurfed in
Baja and Hawaii, wrote a successful
information system software program
for the Madrona Imaging clinic, and
authored a partially autobiographical
novel, Tivelve (featuring Brother XII),
which won an Independent Publish-
er’s bronze medal. His often delight-
fully quirky, independent point of
view on many topics, as humorous
as it was refreshing, was always bal-
anced with a generous dollop of com-
mon sense. An entertaining raconteur,
he shared a wealth of vignettes based
on his many amusing and sometimes
harrowing adventures, medical and
otherwise.

Dr Hammond endured with dig-
nity the cruelty of rapidly advancing
Parkinson disease. He leaves Gina,
his devoted wife of 52 years; sons
Tim (Kyoko) and Malcolm (Alison);
and four grandchildren.

—John P. Whitelaw, MDCM
Nanaimo
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Dr Erik Paterson
1941-2016

Dr Erik Paterson was born in Cam-
bridge, grew up and was educated in
Scotland, and qualified from the Uni-
versity of Glasgow School of Medi-
cine in 1960. In 1970 Dr Paterson
married the love of his life, Jinty Div-
ens, and they emigrated to Canada’s
East Kootenays, where he worked as
a GP until 2012. Dr Paterson’s career
was interrupted for a year in his mid-
50s by acute leukemia and in his mid-
60s by chemotherapy and radiation
for carcinoma of the prostate. He suc-
cumbed to his final illness 2 months
after it started, while holidaying in
Hawaii.

Dr Paterson was a busy full-time
GP with a large obstetrics practice
and was an anesthetist at Creston
Valley Hospital for 20 years. He was
the first life member of the Society
of General Practitioners of BC, and
he received the Rural Service Award
from the Society of Rural Phys-
icians of Canada. He was, however,
more than a busy GP. Dr Paterson
made an immense commitment to
the community of Creston, especial-
ly on environmental issues. In 1978
he received the Save the Kootenays
Concerned Citizen Award for his
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leading role in the successful environ-
mental campaign to halt BC Hydro’s
Kootenay diversion project. Since
1994 Dr Paterson was trustee for the
Mae Baker Bursary Fund, which has
helped more than 140 RN and LPN
candidates with the cost of educa-
tion. From 1970 to 1980 he was the
founding chair of the Advisory Com-
mittee of the Creston Valley Wildlife
Management Authority and for many
years he judged the Creston School
District’s Annual Science Fair.
Though few knew it, the breadth
of Dr Paterson’s interests and com-
mitments was even wider. In 1978
he received the Dixie Annette Award
from the Huxley Institute for Biosocial
Research in New York. He practised
chelation therapy and, in 2000, he was
certified by the American Board of
Chelation Therapy and was admitted
into the International Orthomolecular
Medicine Hall of Fame. In 1999 he
was admitted into the American Col-
lege for Advancement in Medicine.
He concentrated research on the gen-
eral practice aspects of nutritionally
based treatment of disease and pre-
sented papers across Canada on num-
erous occasions.

One of Dr Paterson’s other great
loves was space. He was an amateur
astronomer, did significant research
into studies into the medical implica-
tions and economic benefits of large-
scale human habitats in space, and
presented papers from his research
across the US.

Dr Paterson’s father was an Arctic
explorer, and Erik was thrilled when
asked to represent his father at the
2013 centennial memorial for Ernest
Shackleton’s Antarctic expedition.

Jinty played a significant role in
the success of Erik’s accomplish-
ments. She was the tactician who or-
ganized his work, whether it was in
his general practice office or manag-
ing his other interests. Jinty did all
this while looking after the home and
bringing up their two daughters, Tara
and Fiona, and later the two grand-
children, Ashley and Hann.

Dr Paterson was loved by all for
he had the unique ability to cross gen-
erations. As my grandson, Nick, said,
“He was one of those epic people one
seldom meets for he was always en-
joyable and could be a funny dinner
companion.”

—John O’Brien-Bell, MBBS
Surrey
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enhances the care they give patients,
and they say the program has in-
creased their confidence to perform
obstetrical deliveries.

To participate in the MC4BC pro-
gram as a mentor or mentee, visit
WwWw.gpscbc.ca.

—Karen Buhler, MD
—Tracy Devenish
Senior Analyst, Doctors of BC
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Recently deceased
physicians

If a BC physician you knew well
is recently deceased, consider
submitting a piece for our “In
Memoriam” section in the
BCMJ. Include the deceased’s
dates of birth and death, full
name and the name the deceased
was best known by, key hospital
and professional affiliations,
relevant biographical data, and
a high-resolution photo. Please
limit your submission to a
maximum of 500 words. Send
the content and photo by e-mail
to journal@doctorsofbce.ca.



