Man Kim Li, MD

Dr Man Kim Li
1921-2010
Dr Man Kim Li was born in Hong
Kong. He began studying medicine at
Hong Kong University shortly before
the Japanese invasion on 8 December
1941. During the attack, Man Kim
drove an ambulance and tended to war
casualties. After Hong Kong’s defeat
on Christmas Day 1941, Dr Gordon
King, dean of medicine, arranged for
over 100 medical students, including
Man Kim, to flee Hong Kong and con-
tinue their studies in free China. Dur-
ing the treacherous journey, Man Kim
perched precariously on a pile of lug-
gage on the back of a truck. Also on
this truck was a fellow student who
tragically did not survive the journey.
Li Man Kim continued his med-
ical studies at Cheeloo University, one
of several universities which shared a
campus in Chengdu during the war.
Cheeloo University was sponsored
by American, English, and Canadian
missionary groups, and had connec-
tions with the University of Toronto.
Despite simple living conditions and
meagre food supplies, he and his

classmates managed to keep their spir-
its up. At a variety show with a num-
ber of US soldiers in the audience,
Man Kim entertained the crowd by
performing as a female hula dancer.
His disguise was so convincing that a
soldier expressed interest in meeting
“her.” While this meeting did not
occur, fortunately, he did meet his
future wife, Wong Suk Wah, a gifted
music student of Ginling College. At
first she played hard to get. Man Kim
coped with the rejection by humming
his favorite hymn, “Be Still My Soul.”
Eventually, she was won over by his
charms, and they married a few years
later.

After the war ended, Li Man Kim
was able to return to Hong Kong to
complete his training. He received his
MBBS and MD in 1947. He furthered
his studies in England at the Liverpool
School of Tropical Medicine where
he obtained his DTM&H. During the
postwar baby boom, there was a great
need for obstetrical services in Hong
Kong. Dr Liwas very skilled in obstet-
rics and became a popular instructor
on the maternity wards. He opened
and ran St. Andrews Maternity Home
together with friends Dr Peter Fok, Dr
Alison Bell Fok, and Dr Peter Lim. Dr
Li also ran a successful family prac-
tice in Hong Kong. He was well loved
by his patients, and became well
known for providing care on a sliding
fee scale according to patients’ ability
to pay, and for providing medications
free of charge to the disadvantaged.

Meanwhile, at home, Man Kim’s
family was growing. In addition to
supporting his own five children,
he also supported and mentored nu-
merous extended family members and
close friends. Daily life in Hong
Kong was interrupted in 1967 by pro-
communist riots inspired by the Chi-
nese Cultural Revolution. As the vio-
lence intensified, Man Kim became
concerned for his family’s safety, and
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immigrated together with his family
to Vancouver in 1968.

Dr Li passed his LMCC exam and
began an internship in New Bruns-
wick. On his return to Vancouver he
opened a private practice in China-
town, and later practised at the Sey-
mour Medical Clinic for several years
before returning to Hong Kong. As
Man Kim approached retirement age,
he worked half-time, alternating every
3 months with his good friend, Peter
Fok. Man Kim retired in 1989.

Apart from medicine, Man Kim
developed a great interest in fine arts
starting in the 1950s. He excelled in
photography and oil painting, and
became a member of the Royal Pho-
tographic Society. Man Kim loved to
wander through the morning mist,
capturing exquisite images with his
Rolleiflex camera. His artwork won
prizes in competitions and has been
displayed internationally. In retire-
ment, Man Kim’s focus turned to Chi-
nese calligraphy and watercolor paint-
ing. Atthe age of 80, he held an exhibit
entirely of his own artwork.

Last autumn, after a courageous
battle with heart disease and cancer,
Li Man Kim died peacefully at home,
surrounded by his family. He will be
remembered for his compassion, gen-
erosity, and humility. Man Kim is
dearly missed by his beloved wife of
61 years, Suk Wabh; his five children,
Yvonne, Robert, Katherine, Sylvia,
and Winnie; seven grandchildren;
and many other family members and
friends.

—Winnie Kwok, MD
Vancouver
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Kris Sivertz, MD

Dr Kristen Shelly Sivertz
1951-2011

Sadly, Dr Kristin Shelly Sivertz pass-
ed away at home on the evening of 16
October with her husband, Dr Bill
Abbott, at her side.

She was born on 23 June 1951 in
London, Ontario. Her early education
included 3 years spent at a private
school in Blackheath, UK. While at
the University of Western Ontario, she
met her future husband on a field trip
to New Brunswick. They both went
on to complete their medical studies at
McMaster University. Kris obtained
her MD in 1976 and completed her

residency in psychiatry at UBC. She
excelled as a clinician and educator.
In 1996 I had the privilege of job shar-
ing with her—initially as co-program
director of the UBC psychiatry resi-
dency program, and then in 2002 as
co-associate dean of Postgraduate
Medical Education in the Faculty of
Medicine at UBC. During this period
she remained clinically active and was
also head of the Department of Psy-
chiatry at St. Paul’s. Kris was appoint-
ed as executive associate dean in
2009, stepping down in 2010 because
ofherillness. Despite her “retirement”
she continued to work actively for the
faculty as well as carry on as the chair
of the Accreditation Committee of the
Royal College of Physicians and Sur-
geons of Canada until July 2011.
These factual milestones however
do not do justice to the exceptional
personal qualities embodied by this
remarkable woman who graced this
earth for too short a time. She was
diagnosed with ovarian cancer in Feb-
ruary 2009. Her battle with this dis-
ease brought forth her fundamental
essence. She was committed and de-
voted to her family, visiting her sons
David and Patrick and their young
families in Australia on five occa-
sions. During this period Bill and Kris
also accompanied David and Sarah to
India. Kris was a strong, passionate,

in memoriam

and highly principled individual. I
admired her wisdom, warmth, story-
telling prowess, deep belly laughs,
loyalty, and keen observational skills.
I clearly remember the times we would
walk past certain colleagues and she
would remark “she (or he) does not
look good,” only to discover later
that they were afflicted with a life-
threatening or serious illness. Tragi-
cally she was not able to employ this
diagnostic acumen on herselfuntil the
cancer was well advanced. The out-
pouring of comments on the Facebook
Kris Sivertz Support Group page by
many family members, friends, and
colleagues was a testament to her
broad reach, influence, and positive
impact in the lives of many.

I feel fortunate and remain grate-
ful for her friendship. I am a much
better person for having crossed
paths with Kris. Although I continue
to grieve her loss, she is also present
in every fibre of my being. I conclude
with an excerpt from a poem by philo-
sopher and author George Santayana:

But yet I treasure in my memory
Your gift of charity, and young
heart’s ease,
And the dear honor of your amity;
For these once mine, my life is rich
with these.
—Kamal Rungta, MD
Vancouver
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