Dr Eric Carl Hillerns
Lehmann

1921-2008

Eric died at 86 and found his peace.
He is survived by his loving wife and
companion of nearly 55 years—Patti
B.,daughter Gillian (Mike), son Kevin,
and grandson Daniel. He was prede-
ceased by his brother Dr Peter Leh-
mann and sister Dr Elsa Lehmann.

Eric was born in Winnipeg. He
graduated from the University of
Toronto Medical School in 1945 and
did a rotating internship at Toronto
General Hospital in 1946 and then in
the Canadian Army Medical Corps.
One year was spent teaching in the
Department of Anatomy at UBC.
Specialty training took place at the
Princess Elizabeth Orthopaedic Hos-
pital in Exeter, England. He then
returned to Vancouver with a new
bride in 1952 and began practice with
DrA.S.McConkey (Mac)—a partner-
ship that lasted 27 years. Eric served
as consultant at Children’s Hospital
and St. Paul’s Hospital, where he was
division head of orthopaedics from
1973-1980. He was a career-long
member of the Canadian Orthopaedic
Association and the North Pacific
Orthopaedic Association, for which
he served a term as president. Of his
many achievements, Eric is credited
with the beginning of the neonatal
congenital hip dislocation surveil-
lance program in British Columbia.
He retired in 1989 to pursue his inter-
ests of travel with wife Pat, reading,
and gardening. He had a passion for
tennis with a wide circle of friends and
associates.

Dr Lehmann will be remembered
as a great raconteur. At a gathering he
had a story or a personal memory for
each guest. It was as if he had the guest
list in advance. He spoke eloquently
and with erudition. As a teacher he
provided well-considered, carefully
crafted approaches to clinical prob-
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lems—always a wise counsel. He had
great respect, compassion, and time
for his grateful patients.

Despite disability in his final years,
he was a glowing light, a source of
inspiration, and a model of the gentle-
man that he was.

Ericis greatly missed but his earth-
ly message remains in our hearts and
minds.

—J. Patrick McConkey, MD
Squamish

Dr Jacoba (Julia)

van Norden

1919-2008

Dr Julia van Norden died in St. Paul’s
Hospital palliative care unit from can-
cer. She is survived by her loving hus-
band, Herman, three children, Sophia,
Wilma, and Simon, and grandchildren
Clare, Alexander, and Natalie, and her
sister Johanna.

Julia was born in ’s-Hertogenbosch,
in southern Holland. She was the elder
daughter of Willem and Gerdina
Damen Wouters. Her father was an
inspector of the Postal, Telegraph,
and Telephone administration of the
Dutch government. Julia and her sis-
ter were sent to a liberal school, and
early on in her life Julia decided she
would become a doctor. She tutored
high school students to earn money
for university and was able to attend
the University of Utrecht in northern
Holland in 1942.

With the eruption of the Second
World War in Europe, however, and
the German invasion of Holland on 19
May 1940, all universities were even-
tually taken over by German authori-
ties. The majority of Dutch students
boycotted the schools, and female stu-
dents were sent to work in industries
to support the German front, while
many male students were sent to work
camps in Germany. The Dutch Jewish
population was also gradually deci-
mated. As a witness to these events,

Julia was determined to fight against
the Nazi occupation, and along with
her friends she joined the underground
resistance movement. To protect her
family, she left home.

In June of 1943, Julia began work-
ing in a job with the International
Red Cross that was ideally suited to
her underground activities. Located in
Vught, a suburb near her hometown,
Julia applied for the job of secretary to
the head of the Red Cross, Charlotte
van Beuningen, a wealthy and power-
ful woman in her seventies who lived
in avilla on a large estate. Julia moved
into the villa and was provided with a
bicycle that had a small cart hitched to
itthat contained a secret compartment.
In Vught there was an internment
camp holding various prisoners, in-
cluding Dutch men and women, that
had a small hospital with 25 beds. The
hospital was staffed with doctors and
nurses who were also interned in the
camp. With her Red Cross position,
Julia was given full access to the med-
ical staff who, through her, were able
to communicate with the underground
forces.

Recently deceased
physicians

Bowman, Dr Doreen Virginia
Brown, Dr Berkley Cline
Chang, Dr Jone

Frost, Dr John Windsor
Koszegi, Dr Bela

Lehmann, Dr Peter Oswald
Mason, Dr Leslie Vernon
Menzies, Dr Nanette

Mooney, Dr Alvin Willis
Pasquet, Dr Andre Ferdinand
Rennie, Dr Charles Sutherland
Roos, Dr Marius Arnold
Smith, Dr Michael Foster
Stevenson, Dr John Donaldson
Taylor, Dr Thomas

Thurston, Dr Lyle

Wallace, Dr Christopher Forsyth
Walters, Dr Max Benjamin
Weir, Dr Ormond Allison



Julia was given false identity papers
and became Jacqueline von Vlissin-
gen, a cousin of Mrs van Beuningen,
and given the title of laboratory tech-
nician. In this guise, Julia was able to
assist with arranging safe houses and
delivering messages from the relatives
of the prisoners in Camp Vught. The
cart, full of sandwiches and other food
provided by sympathetic Dutch citi-
zens for the prisoners, also had its
secret compartment containing medi-
cines and messages, including the
names of the Belgian officers in the
camp who had been captured by the
German army. This information was
passed on through the underground to
Brussels.

As a member of the Red Cross and
the resistance, Julia experienced many
dangerous and terrifying incidents,
but one of her most horrific memories
was the massacre of 20 women in the
camp. The prisoners were herded into
a small room, the walls of which had
been doused with sulfuric acid. They
all perished. When the news became
publicly known, there was a huge out-
cry from the Red Cross and the Dutch
population.

In September 1944, the Canadian
forces, followed by the Dutch Gener-
al Krull, entered the town of Vught
and liberated southern Holland from
the Nazis. In what turned out to be a
misadventure of sorts, Julia was given
permission to travel to Brussels to
deliver the names of the Belgian offi-
cers who had been transferred to Ger-
man camps. After arriving back in
Holland from Brussels, she realized
she had left her identity papers in the
hired cab. A Canadian officer from
Toronto offered to take her in an open
jeep to the cab station to look for her
papers,but when they got to the check-
point, they were promptly arrested
by Canadian guards and taken to the
Canadian headquarters in Vught to
be interrogated! The Canadian officer
was grilled with questions about
Toronto and happily, after about 15
minutes, the cab with Julia’s papers
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was located and the two were freed.

Soon after the liberation of south-
ern Holland, Julia had met Herman
van Norden, who was later to become
her husband, at a medical student
assembly meeting in October 1944.
Herman had found a chair for Julia
and she thought him very gentleman-
ly to do so. Herman was two years
ahead of Julia in medicine, having
studied in Amsterdam. The war in
Europe ended in May 1945, and Julia
and Herman were married in June
1949 after Herman finished his intern-
ship. They had much in common, for
he too had been active in the Dutch
underground during the war.

After the war, there were few med-
ical jobs available in Holland, so the
couple decided to emigrate to Canada.
Julia’s sister and husband and their
two children were already living on
Vancouver Island in British Colum-
bia. Herman and Julia landed in
New York on 12 December 1951, and
reached Victoria, BC, on Boxing Day.
As foreign graduates they were
required to intern a full year at a Cana-
dian hospital and they both got posi-
tions at Shaughnessy Hospital Van-
couver. This experience led Julia to
change her Christian name to Julia
from Jacoba so that patients would
know she was a female doctor.

The couple’s work at Shaughnessy
hospital, with Herman as a surgery
resident and Julia as a senior intern,
enabled them to pass the LMCC ex-
ams. They opened a busy practice that
they ran until 1993. The van Nordens
were popular and compassionate phy-
sicians, and helped many patients in
need, including new immigrants and
patients without money or insurance.

In 1993 Julia van Norden was hon-
ored with the Knighthood of Orange
Nassau by Queen Beatrix of Holland
for her distinguished services and
work in different fields.

Dr Jacoba (Julie) van Norden was an
amazing person and we will miss her.

—Eileen Cambon, MDCM
Vancouver

new
memauoers

Al-Rawahi, Dr Ghada, Vancouver
Best, Dr Andrew,
New Westminster
Bhui, Dr Ravinder, Surrey
Brown, Dr Erik, Vancouver
Burrell, Dr Erin, Victoria
Cocquyt, Dr Stuart, Vancouver
Constantine, Dr Maggie, Burnaby
Cormier, Dr Mary “Alana,”
Chilliwack
Davies, Dr Heather, Burnaby
Dmitriev, Dr Dmitriy, Cranbrook
Guilfoyle, Dr Jonathan, Richmond
Inder, Dr Graham,
Qualicum Beach
Keyvani, Dr Leila, Vancouver
Krishnamani, Dr Kavitha,
North Vancouver
Lo, Dr Cynthia, Richmond
Przybojewski, Dr Stefan,
Cranbrook
Singh, Dr Kanwal, Delta
Ummat, Dr Samira, Vancouver
Walker, Dr Shawn, Creston
Zelichowska, Dr Agnieszka,
Burnaby
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more control. less cancer.
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