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editorials

Pig in a poke

The doctors of British Columbia are presently
embroiled in yet another confusing round of
arbitration and macro- and micro-allocations of

contract monies. This is really too bad, and probably
unnecessary.

When the doctors voted to accept the government’s
offer of a 10.5% fee increase over 4 years, and another
8% to go to targeted programs, I believe most thought
that was probably what they were going to get. That is,
a 10.5% fee increase over 4 years for all doctors. 

This is not the case, of course. All of that money is
up for grabs, and the negotiations between the Society
of Specialists and Society of General Practice have bro-
ken down and have gone to arbitration.

Once this arbitration is completed, then the Society
of Specialists will take whatever amount has been allot-
ted to them and a micro-allocation process will start to
try to allot the money between 26 specialist groups. If
this cannot be done, by unanimous agreement, then
this process too will go to arbitration.

It seems to me that this is an unbelievably cum-
bersome process. In most jurisdictions in the world
general practice negotiates at a setting completely sep-
arate from specialists. In Britain it is done on alternate
years. Similarly, surgical groups negotiate for their
own contract. 

This method of voting for a contract that will prob-
ably bear little resemblance to what each subgroup
actually sees seems like buying a pig in a poke. In my
opinion, this method of distributing the money of the
contract (after it has been voted on) allows too much
room for decisions based on political ideation.

It would be better if the groups negotiated separate-
ly and were able to vote on a contract that actually rep-
resents what they may get, as opposed to what appears
to be a bait and switch.  

—AJS
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xwave

’s clinical management system is designed
to help physicians provide patients with enhanced
safety, more efficient scheduling, faster chart
retrieval, speedier lab results and shorter
appointments.

Benefits to physicians include instant access to
patient records, automatic entry of diagnostic
readings into charts, protocols that support
clinical decision-making, improved file accuracy
and sharing within the practice, and numerous
customizable templates that streamline patient
encounters. Full connectivity with labs, hospitals
and other doctors is available, as well as multi-site
scheduling and automated billing and remittance.
It’s all available within an easy-to-manage web
service fully updated and supported by ,
with data securely backed up in redundant data
centres.

Speaking on behalf of one patient in particular,
the safer, more accurate—and shorter—the
appointment, the better.

To learn more, visit www.xwave.com/healthcare/cms,
call 1-877-449-9283 or e-mail us at solutions@xwave.com

WANTED: GOOD GUYS
The BCMJ’s Good Guys column is a biographical fea-
ture of a living BC physician (or physician who prac-
tised in BC for a significant time period). This column is
intended to celebrate the achievements of our col-
leagues while they’re still around to read it themselves.
It’s a place to talk about the great work and diverse
interests of our friends and colleagues.

Profiles should be less than 2000 words, and photos
are welcomed. Our Guidelines for Authors are avail-
able at www.bcmj.org, or call 604 638-2815 for a copy
or for more information.


